212 THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
result a certain disenchantment arose among the destitute
with churches and semireligious bodies like the Y. M. C. A.
The Catholics kept more successfully in touch with their
unemployed than did most Protestant denominations, but
the Mormons in Utah achieved a conspicuous record.
Proudly refusing federal aid and not a little wary of New
Deal financing, they made each "ward" of Latter Day Saints
responsible for its needy, and higher units came to the rescue
when local capacity was overtaxed* The chief aim was to
make the family self-sustaining through such means as
cooperatives, colonization schemes, home canning and handi-
crafts and the vigilance of church employment agencies*
Financially the Depression put the majority of Protestant
churches "in the most desperate plight in their history/*
Part of it was due to indebtedness contracted in the flush
1920's to build million-dollar edifices and some multimillion-
dollar apartment-hotel-churches, with swimming pools, rec-
reation halls and other resources which might better have
been communal than sectarian. Now collections sharply de-
clined, falling almost half between 1930 and 1934* Urban
ministers' salaries were pared to the bone, while in rural
areas and villages many flocks dispensed with a f 'regular"
preacher.
Toward the fact of the national economic disaster religious
attitudes varied* Fundamentalists of the Moody Bible In-
stitute and their affiliates—millenarianists who had hailed
the First World War as the beginning of the end—now saw
the catastrophe of world-wide unemployment as a similar
portent* Catholic teaching ran less to the apocalyptic than the
purgatorial, stressing the theme of present suffering to be
rewarded in the life to come* Sterner preceptors of Rome saw
depression as a healthy astringent to the lush pagan ma-
terialism of American life* In general, however, acceptance of
the Depression as a punishment for sins, national and per-
sonal, arose from the Protestant pulpit. Hosts of preachers,
editors of evangelical periodicals and pious business men like

